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General of the Indian Agricultural Research Institute, and the Director, Entomology; 
a Joint Secretary of Foreign Affairs (after all, I was diplomatically accredited); a 
Deputy Secretary from the Ministry of Information (this being a book project, I was 
a bit miffed at having only a Deputy Secretary). In the background hovered several 
stenographers, sundry assistants, and a couple of gentlemen in sun-glasses (the latter 
representing RAW - Research and Analysis Wing, the local equivalent of the CIA or 
MI5). 

It was minuted that: “Dr. Larsen may photograph applied butterflies at discretion 
of DG/IARI. No national security implications arise”. 

Written permission arrived three months later, a week before I was due to leave 
India. I tested my camera, at home, and in the midst of packing-chaos and handing 
over. I photographed 250 specimens at the Institute. They came back, overlaid with a 
deep, sickly purple colour. I re-tested the film stock, I hurried back, and re-did the 
slides. They came back, from another photo-lab - with a sickly purple overlay. 

The horrible truth struck home. There had been a thick plastic window pane in the 
room where I took the photographs. There had been a purple refraction at a place 
where it was damaged, but I had not reflected on that. The window did not pass on 
neutral light. Moral of story: Always pre-test cameras and film under exact 
conditions where any serious job is to be performed. I never got down to re-doing 
the photographs, and the book was never published. 

The extreme cobwebs of bureaucracy inherited - and, in truth, lovingly 
embellished by independent India - have now largely been swept clear of this kind 
of nonsense in the speedily privatising India of the 1990s. The Director, 
Entomology, IARI could now surely give immediate permission for said 
photography without referring to higher-ups. 

But I am writing this “Hazard” in the Bangladesh of 1995.1 am just back from the 
North, having visited a large rural health facility, well-planned, well-built, and 
well-suited for its purpose (and much too expensive to be appropriate). It has hardly 
been used. Electricity has not been connected, though the nearest supply point is 200 
metres away. Total cost of connection should be no more than £10 or so, but no-one 
- in a district the size of Staffordshire - has authority to sanction it. They can only 
ask the Ministry . . . and their files of - unanswered - letters were duly produced for 
inspection. 

Sad . . . yes! But I blame the East India Company and Imperial India almost as 
much as the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare in Bangladesh to-day.- Torben 
B. Larsen, 258 Coldharbour Lane, London SW9 8PL. 


New species of Lepidoptera for Hertfordshire for 1997/1998 

On 15 March 1997 I caught a single example of Lithopane hepatica (Clerk) the Pale 
Pinion at m.v. light in my garden here on the north-west edge of Hertfordshire. On 
28 March 1998 I caught a single Conistra ruhiginea (D.&S.) Dotted Chestnut. 
Neither of these species has, as far as I am aware, been recorded from Hertfordshire 
before.- Alan Bernard, Marston House, Long Marston, Tring, Hertfordshire. 



